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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Welcome to December and the final Better Wetherby
newsletter of 2025.

Where has the year gone? Having just put the Christmas
decorations up in the Swales household, it only seems like
yesterday when we packed them away after last Christmas!

The Harland Way, to the right, doesn’t look like this just yet,
but colder weather is definitely on the way.

Reflecting on 2025, it has been another very busy year for
BW, supporting engagement across numerous planning

matters including Lidl, Maltkiln, Racecourse Approach,
Harrogate Road, Sicklinghall Road, Leeds Local Plan
consultation, North Yorkshire Council’s call for sites, West Yorkshire Combined Authorities
Transport Plan and Harrogate Town’s Training Facility. Thank you to you all for engaging with
the various consultations making sure your voice was heard.

It is pleasing to hear also from BW supporters how useful this newsletter has been in raising
awareness of community events throughout the year such as the Wetherby Festival, Eco Fair,
Dickensian Market, Drovers Day and other matters like bus services and parking charges.

As well as being a busy year, 2025 also brought sorrow to BW with the loss our dear friend
and volunteer colleague Roger Owen in June. Roger did a huge amount for BW and was a great
ambassador. The fact that we still miss him is a testament to the wonderful man he was.

In August and September we asked for new volunteers for specific tasks. We were delighted
when people heard our call, came forward and are already making a difference. | would like
to personally thank all our volunteers, new and old, for everything they do as without them,
BW would not be able to realise it’s aim.

| am especially proud of the favourable reputation BW continues to build, as well as the
number of new supporters requesting to receive this newsletter, increasing every month.

And finally, this newsletter is going to be my last as Chair, as having helped establish the Better
Wetherby Partnership some eight years ago, | shared with colleagues earlier in the year my
intention to step down at the end of this year.

It’s been a privilege to be involved with this partnership over the years, especially as up until
forming BW, I'd never really volunteered for anything before! I’'m proud of what BW as a group
has achieved so far and I’'m looking forward, as a supporter with you, to see how BW’s story
continues next year and beyond.
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BW volunteers have been very busy already
with plans for 2026 — so watch this space.

From all of us at Better Wetherby, we wish you
a wonderful festive season, a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

Warm regards,
Peter Swales

Chair, Better Wetherby

If you wish to be included on our mailing list, please send a request via our website or by email
to betterwetherby@gmail.com. Please feel free to share this newsletter - the more people
that are aware of these important local issues, the better. Thank you.
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SICKLINGHALL ROAD — MILLER HOMES HOUSING PROPOSAL

Miller Homes held a developer-led consultation exercise in Linton Village Hall on 11t
November highlighting their plans to build up to 100 new homes on green belt land owned
by Stockeld Park.

The proposed site is on the boundary with Wetherby but just
inside the North Yorkshire Council (NYC) area. According to
representatives of Miller Homes at the consultation, a formal
planning application will be made in early 2026.

The site is being described as ‘A Natural Extension to
Wetherby.” Other promotional material shows ‘Thoughtfully
Designed Homes for Sicklinghall’ and ‘Delivering Benefits for
the Community at Sicklinghall.’

There is already an application currently in the planning system by the
developer, Hallam Land, to build on agricultural land at the top of
Spofforth Hill (Harrogate Road) — also owned by Stockeld Park. We
continue to await information as to when this will go before the
planning committee. However, the crux of the matter is that decisions
on both the Hallam application and the anticipated Miller Homes
application, will be made by officials in NYC.

If approved, the implications for Wetherby will be profound. It will
result in a significant expansion of Wetherby, with the town’s already
overstretched infrastructure coming under further pressure. BW will
report further in future newsletters.

HARROGATE ROAD (SPOFFORTH HILL) APPLICATION: 25/02006/OUTMAJ — STILL AWAITING
PLANNING COMMITTEE

When this application by Hallam Land was submitted in June 2025, it attracted hundreds of
objections. Details can be viewed on the North Yorkshire Council's planning portal.

As regular readers will be aware, Hallam has applied to build 210 new homes on agricultural
land owned by Stockeld Park, an almost identical application to one rejected after a Public
Inquiry in 2019. The site is on the boundary with Wetherby, but just within the North
Yorkshire area. It will therefore be for North Yorkshire Council to consider the application and
decide whether to approve or reject.

As yet, no announcement has been made as to when the matter will be put before a meeting
of the planning committee. Once information is available, BW will report further.
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MALTKILN - PLAN ADOPTED

The lengthy process in respect of this huge new settlement of 3,000 new houses near Cattal
(see map), has reached another milestone. Following examination of the plan document by a
government appointed Inspector in September 2024, required modifications were made
resulting in the New Settlement (Maltkiln) Development Plan Document (DPD) being adopted
by North Yorkshire Council (NYC) at a meeting on 12" November 2025.

Further detailed planning work is now being carried out, and a community consultation will
follow in due course. Details of the DPD and accompanying documents can be found on this
NYC link, and BBC News reported here too.

RESIDENTS URGE ACTION TO MAKE WETHERBY’S ROADS SAFER — DEPUTATION TO LEEDS
CITY COUNCIL

On Wednesday 12th November, a deputation of Wetherby residents — including a
representative from Better Wetherby — attended a Full Council meeting in Leeds. They urged
urgent action to tackle serious and growing road safety problems in our town, pointing out
that the road system, laid out in the era of horse-drawn transport, is simply not fit for the size,
scale, and volume of modern-day traffic.

Working closely with Wetherby’s Leeds City Councillors Alan Lamb, Penny Stables, and Norma

Harrington, residents compiled a comprehensive report sent to all 99 Leeds City councillors
and the Lord Mayor.
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The report focused on particular concerns about
road safety outside Crossley Street Primary School
and specific problems in St James Street, Crossley
Street and Caxton Street.

These issues had been identified as priorities for
action by the Wetherby Highways and Road Safety
Group.

The deputation urged Leeds City Council to implement the report’s recommendations. The
matter has now been referred to the Chief Officer for Highways and Transportation.

Note: The Wetherby Highways and Road Safety Group usually meets on the first Tuesday of

each month at 5.30pm in Wetherby Methodist Church and the first meeting taking place next
year will be on Tuesday 3" February 2026. All residents are welcome.

DICKENSIAN CHRISTMAS MARKET AND CRAFT FAYRE — SUNDAY 14™ DECEMBER

A reminder that this event, brilliantly organised by our local Lions Club
volunteers, is well worth visiting. The famous Dickensian Christmas
Market opens at 9am and runs until 3pm. There are stalls and displays
inside the Town Hall and outdoors, with music, choirs, hot food - and
Santa making an appearance!

Last year the outdoor market had to be cancelled due to Storm Darragh,
so hopefully the weather will be kind allowing visitors to enjoy the many
attractions on offer.

Better Wetherby will again be having a display in the Shambles, so
please come along, have a chat and find out more about what we do.

If you wish to be included on our mailing list, please send a request via our website or by email
to betterwetherby@gmail.com. Please feel free to share this newsletter - the more people
that are aware of these important local issues, the better. Thank you.
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